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to preempt, prevent, deter, and respond
to attacks on civilians and to protect
the camps of those who have been dis-
placed. There must be a clear time-
table to make this happen, and it must
start now. The violence in Darfur has
spilled beyond its borders. Villages in
Chad are burning.

For too long the world has done too
little. I hope today’s reports represent
a breakthrough that Sudan will, in-
deed, accept the peacekeeping mission
that is so badly needed in Darfur.

Mr. President, we never know if any
word spoken on the floor of the Senate
or even heard or noticed will make a
difference. I guess the purpose of my
speech this evening is for my own sat-
isfaction. I sat there with my wife, and
we watched that ‘60 Minutes’’ program
about these helpless people who are the
victims of this genocide in Darfur, and
she turned to me and said: Isn’t there
something you can do?

Well, I gave a speech. I wish I could
do more. I wish I had the power of the
President. I wish I had the power of the
United Nations. I wish I had the power
to send the troops to protect these poor
people. But when the record is written
of this time, I hope it is written that at
least we spoke up, at least we spoke
the word ‘‘genocide,” a word we were
even afraid to mouth during the Rwan-
dan crisis.

We know what is happening. In just a
few short days, many of us will be sit-
ting around with our families giving
thanks for all the blessings we have in
this great country, and we have so
many: our wealth, our prosperity, our
happiness, our families. I hope for a
moment that the people of this country
will reflect on the less fortunate and
remember this tiny country, Sudan,
and this great continent of Africa that
is now sadly the site of the first serious
genocide of the 21st century. We need
to do so much more.

Mr. President, I yield the floor and
suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent the Senate now
proceed to a period of morning business
with Senators permitted to speak for
up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——

TRIBUTE TO EULA HALL

Mr. McCCONNELL. Mr. President, I
rise before you today to honor a great
humanitarian and fellow Kentuckian,
Eula Hall.

Over 30 years ago Ms. Hall opened a
medical clinic in Pike County, KY, at a
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time when very few people had medical
insurance. Such is her dedication to
the people of eastern Kentucky she
soon gave up her home to house the ex-
panding clinic, moving herself and her
young family into much smaller hous-
ing.

At 78 years old Ms. Hall continues to
work in the clinic every day, usually
starting at 8 in the morning and going
late into the evening.

Recently the Kentucky General As-
sembly passed a resolution to rename
Kentucky highway 979 the Eula Hall
Highway. On October 24, 2006 The Pike
County News Express profiled Eula
Hall and her accomplishments and sac-
rifices for the people of Kentucky.

I ask unanimous consent that the
full article be printed in the RECORD
and that the entire Senate join me in
paying respect to this beloved Ken-
tuckian.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD as follows:

[From the Pike County News Express, Oct.
24, 2006]
KY 979 THROUGH MUD CREEK T0O BE RENAMED
“EULA HALL HIGHWAY”’

Friday, October 27, at 1:30 in the afternoon,
friends and colleagues of Eula Hall are in-
vited to gather at the Mud Creek Clinic on
KY 979 at Grethel to celebrate the life and
accomplishments of a brave mountain
woman. As a result of a resolution passed
unanimously by the Kentucky General As-
sembly the entire road KY 979 from Harold
to Hi Hat—will be re-named Eula Hall High-
way. The resolution was introduced by State
Rep. Chuck Meade and State Senator Johnny
Ray Turner.

For the past 40 years, Eula Hall had prob-
ably traveled Mud Creek—Kentucky Route
979—more than anyone else. She was a
woman with a mission to bring quality
health care to people who had no medical in-
surance and not enough money to pay for
things like visits to the doctor, shots, pre-
scription medicine, much less surgery, phys-
ical therapy, and other more expensive treat-
ments and procedures. She’s made it her
life’s work to make sure that no one within
her reach goes without the basic health care
they need to live full productive lives.

And now that road where it all started, the
two-lane state highway that runs through
Mud Creek from Harold to Hi Hat, will be re-
named Eula Hall highway in honor of the
woman who brought hope and healing to
thousands. ‘“‘She had little education. She
had no financial resources of her own. She
had five children to raise by herself. By all
accounts her life should have barely been no-
ticed outside of the family and close
friends,” said Sara George, Information Offi-
cer for Highway District 12. “But if you
think like that, you don’t think like Eula
Hall. She never met a problem she couldn’t
face head on, never met a person she couldn’t
relate to, and never took ‘no’ for an answer
when it came to the health and well being of
the people of her neck of the woods. She is
humble, yet tough; gracious yet tenacious;
and she is probably the most revered, re-
spected, and loved person in Mud Creek, and
rightly so.”

Eula looks at her life from a practical
viewpoint. “Nothing won’t happen if you sit
back and watch the suffering of other peo-
ple.” It’s a simple motto and one that she
lives by.

More than 30 years ago, Hall opened the
Mud Creek Clinic in Floyd County to serve
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the needs of people without health insurance
or money to pay their doctors’ bills. ‘I seen
so much suffering, since I was a little girl.
There was no affordable health care at all for
people without health insurance, people
without money. We just stayed home, sick or
whatever. People died for lack of a tetanus
shot or something,” she told the Courier
Journal last year.

The Kentucky Transportation Cabinet’s
Executive Director for Highway District 12,
Danl Hall, will emcee a ceremony that will
feature speakers such as Senator Turner,
Rep. Meade, Social Security Administration
Area District Manager Jim Kelly and Big
Sandy Health Care CEO Ancil Lewis. U.S.
Congressman Hal Rogers will be represented
by Tonya Conn.

Born in Greasy Creek in Pike County, Eula
didn’t start school until she was nine years
old. She remembers crying on her last day of
the eighth grade because she knew she
couldn’t continue her education. The closest
high school was about 20 miles away, and
there was no school bus that came that far
out in the county. She had six brothers and
sisters; her parents didn’t have a car; and as
farm workers they certainly didn’t have the
money for boarding school or college.

Years later, as a young mother raising five
children on her own, she realized anew the
terrible toll that lack of proper health care
took on people without money or insurance.
She organized screening using medical stu-
dents from UK and Vanderbilt as well as vol-
unteer nurses and physicians. They found
undiagnosed tuberculosis, pneumoconiosis
(black lung), diabetes, heart disease, and
high blood pressure. In 1973 she managed to
get a clinic licensed to operate on Mud Creek
in Floyd County. The Mud Creek Clinic
opened in a rented house on Tinker Fork,
which it quickly outgrew. Hall moved the fa-
cility to her own home on Mink Branch. Her
house was bigger and easier to get to. But it
meant moving her family into a mobile
home.

Eula Hall picked up patients and took
them home because many of them had no
transportation, or at least none that was re-
liable. She delivered food and medicine. Now
she even works to get people their rightful
Social Security and other benefits, winning
more cases than some attorneys, according
to many observers.

By 1977 the clinic merged with Big Sandy
Health Care, which remains its parent orga-
nization today.

Five years later, the clinic burned to the
ground. ‘“We didn’t miss a day,” Hall re-
called. “We set up shop on a picnic table
under the trees.”

The new Mud Creek Clinic opened in 1984,
thanks to $320,000 from the Appalachian Re-
gional Commission and dozens of quilt raf-
fles, chicken and dumpling dinners, a radio-
thon, and other local fundraising efforts.

Now there are 24 employees, including two
full-time physicians, a full-time certified
physician assistant, and a part-time doctor.
The clinic is housed in a modern brick build-
ing with another facility behind it that
houses a dental clinic and food pantry. Eula
Hall is 78 years old, but still goes to work at
8 o’clock every morning.

Last year Eula was presented an honorary
doctorate from Berea College at the same
ceremony which honored Archbishop
Desmond Tutu, a winner of the Nobel Peace
Prize. She also holds an honorary doctorate
from Trinity College, Harford, Connecticut,
and one from the Pikeville College School of
Osteopathic Medicine.

“I appreciate (the awards),” she said. ‘‘But
I never done anything to get awards. I do it
because I need to. Somebody needs to.”

Clinic patients, neighbors and friends, and
many local elected and appointed govern-
ment officials will come together on Friday
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